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DIRECTOR'S LETTER

Friends, 

This production is quite special. There are kids and teens, as 
well as adult Near West Theatre veterans, which makes this an 
intergenerational summer production. Which, I don’t think has 
happened at NWT in a very long time. What an honor, joy, and 
privilege it has been to step into this new role at a place that has 
felt like home to me for almost 2 decades. The cast is nothing 
short of brilliant. Each moment will have you wondering if there is 
more and what you can do to be part of the solution and not the 
problem. Thank you for tuning in. Enjoy the show and remember 
that America is always under reconstruction ‘til further notice.

Mariah Burks
Director



ROB GRANT
MEGHAN HONACKI

JODI KIRK
EMILY KLESS

ERIN SHEPLAVY
KATE WHITEHOUSE

SPECIAL THANKS
to the following people for helping us put this show together

& every single parent and guardian for your flexibility, 
trust, and support in this process!



SCENES 
State of the Human Address I
Where Are They Now?
Memory Lane Ep. 01
Yesterday
People Can Change
The Cost of Friendship
Stressed Out!
Boundaries
The Divide
Lessons
Memory Lane Ep.02
Try To Remember
React TV
State of the Human Address II
Flesh Failures / Let The Sunshine In

Yesterday
Performed by Yamini Sridhar and Josie O’Leary 

Music & Lyrics by Paul McCartney and John Lennon

Try To Remember
Performed by Lydia Whitehouse and Penelope Markowitz

Lyrics by Tom Jones
Music by Harvey Schmidt

Let the Sunshine In
Performed by Cast of Rise

Featured Soloists: Ronald Watkins Jr., Jada Sikora, 
Sophie O’Leary and Amaya Moore

Lyrics by James Rado and Gerome Ragni 
Music by Galt MacDermot

MUSICAL NUMBERS



History  &  
Land  Acknowledgement

The Detroit Shoreway neighborhood has long 
been diversely populated. With the 19th century 
influx of settlers from Europe seeking industrial 
jobs, communities of German, Irish, and Italian 
ancestry found home here. These cultures hold 
space in our neighborhood to this day, along 
with the later additions of Black, Hispanic, and 
Puerto Rican community members. It is import-
ant to recognize that prior to 18th century co-
lonial seizure and settlement, native peoples 
owned and occupied this land.

Near West Theatre acknowledges those 
of the Shawnee, Miami, Erie, Ottawa, 
Potawatomi (“POT-ah-WAH-toe-me”), and 
Haudenosaunee (“HOH-den-no-SHOWN-
ee”) Confederacy whose lands we stand 
on, and the nearly 28,000 Native American 
people who live in Northeast Ohio today; 
your neighbors, coworkers, classmates, 
friends, and community members, who 
represent over 100 tribal nations.



GET TO KNOW THE CAST
Evangelina Calderon will be featured in the scene “People Can Change.” This is 
her fifth time doing Rise. In her free time she likes to paint and watch TV. She 
hopes that after people watch the play they will actually try to get up and make a 
change in the little ways they can.

Jayla Carter is really excited to play the role of Luna in “Stressed Out” in Rise: The 
Reconstruction Project! Jayla loves dancing, acting and playing video games in her 
free time. She is going into the seventh grade this fall and lives in Cleveland, Ohio 
with her family. Jayla loves her family and wants to make them proud.

Xavier Kirk is a 16-year-old 10th grade student from Wooster High School. This is 
his first year at Near West Theatre. He enjoys reading in free time. He wants to 
thank his mother and his brother Adam for teaching him to love theater.

Megan Kless is a 16-year-old junior at Mayfield High School and is excited for her 
first NWT show because her mom is a NWT alum too. Some of Megan’s favorite 
shows that she has been in are Annie (Kate), Beauty and The Beast (lead dancer), 
and Crazy For You (Patsy). Megan is also a member of Mayfield’s show choir and 
plays soccer. Megan would like to thank her family and friends, Trinidad, Mariah, 
Nigeria, Anthony, Sarah, and Warren for inspiring her to do this show.

Deshay Loyed likes to go by her nickname, Shay. She was born in Cleveland, Ohio 
and is 14 years old. She has seven siblings and amazing parents. Ever since she 
was young, she always wanted to be an actress so that she could entertain others 
and become known all around the world for being an amazing person and actress.

Penny Markowitz is a third grader at Millridge Elementary School, and this is her 
first show ever (besides the ones she puts on in the living room at home)! She 
is almost nine, and enjoys art, dancing, anime, chicken nuggets, and her puppy, 
Maggie. Penny is very excited to come to Near West Theatre and actually be IN a 
show with her sister, Violet, and her friends Vivi & Frankie.

Violet Markowitz is very excited to be participating in Rise: The Reconstruction 
Project. They are going into seventh grade and like to sing, skateboard, and play 
guitar. Their first show at Near West Theatre was Mary Poppins, but they also did 
other shows at their school. Violet is also very excited to be doing the production 
with their sister Penny and their best friend Charlie.

Amaya Moore is 15 years old and attends Saint Joseph Academy. She is incredibly 
euphoric to be a part of this production, where she learned so much about herself 
and reclaimed her love for theatre once again. In the past she’s participated in 
Anyone Can Whistle, The Mystery of Edwin Drood (The Chairman), and Rise: 
The Isolation Project. Besides theatrical arts, Amaya loves creative writing, 
skateboarding, and making jewelry and stickers. Because of this production, she 
cherished the hope she regained for this country, the awareness she hopes to 
bring you all, and the change she hopes to see. Enjoy!





CAST
This is Christopher Moore’s third show at Near West Theatre. Christopher loves 
to watch anime. His favorite animal is a giraffe and his favorite color is red. The 
school he goes to is Horizon Science Academy on Denison. Christopher has four 
siblings: three sisters and one brother. His favorite season is winter.

Olivia Moore is 11 years old, they go by they/he/she. He wants to be a fashion 
designer. Her best friends are Kohl and Zariah. Kohl goes to school with them but 
Zariah doesn’t. Zariah and Olivia met when Olivia’s mom introduced her to her 
friend (Zariah’s mom) and Zariah. Olivia is a very sarcastic being, and she is an 
ambivert. They also enjoy making bracelets.

Charlie Morrison is a seventh grader at Hawken School and is thrilled to be making 
her debut at Near West Theatre. She has appeared in Annie and The Little Mermaid 
at Chagrin Valley Little Theatre as well as Honk! at the Fine Arts Association. She 
is currently playing the role of Tabby in the 2021 production of Murder by the 
Falls at the Chagrin Valley Little Theatre. Charlie enjoys art, writing and playing 
a variety of instruments. She would like to thank her fellow Rise castmates for 
inspiring and supporting her.

Frankie Morrison is a third grader at Lawrence School and is thrilled to be acting 
alongside her twin sister, Vivien, and her big sister, Charlie. Frankie has performed 
in Annie at the Chagrin Valley Little Theatre and is currently playing the role of Kat 
in their production of Murder by the Falls. Frankie enjoys taking care of animals, 
bird watching, and playing violin. Frankie would like to thank her teacher, Miss 
Cummings, for inspiring her and giving her confidence.





CAST
Vivien Morrison is a third grader at Hawken School who enjoys acting, art, playing 
piano, and singing. Her favorite credits include Annie (Molly) at The Chagrin Valley 
Little Theatre, Frozen Jr. (Olaf), Annie Jr. (Annie) and is currently playing the role 
of Kitty in the 2021 production of Murder by the Falls at CVLT. Her special talents 
include comedy and unicycling. Vivi would like to thank Near West Theatre for 
giving her this amazing opportunity.

JoJo O’Leary This is Jojo’s first show at Near West Theatre but she has seen all of 
the plays that her sister Sophie has been in. She just turned nine on September 
7th so be sure to wish her a happy birthday! She loves to dance because it’s a 
great way to express herself and get out her giggles. She would like to thank her 
sibling Celia, who helped her be a little less scared of new things and helped her 
to see people in a different way. She also wants you to know that her dog Ollie is 
the best because he is cute and tiny!

Sophie O’Leary is a junior at Saint Joseph Academy, and she is so excited to be 
a part of Rise: The Reconstruction Project! Sophie has always loved acting and 
telling stories through performing, but she first became involved in theater at 
Near West Theatre in 2015. Since then, she has participated in 17 shows at NWT. 
Sophie also plays cello in her school orchestra and is involved in her school’s 
theater program. She would like to thank her incredibly supportive friends and 
family and the amazing team of Rise for being so wonderful to collaborate with! 
She hopes you love the show!

Kai Pennington is so excited to be participating in another show as a Near West 
veteran!! Kai has been in a lot of shows at NWT including: Xanadu, Carnival, 
Anyone Can Whistle, The Addams Family, The Mystery of Edwin Drood, and most 
recently, Les Misérables! Kai hopes you have a great time watching Rise! Kai wants 
to thank the brilliant Mariah Burks, the most communicative stage manager, 
Nigeria Gould, and his fellow castmates for one of the best summers he’s had in 
a long time! Enjoy!

Avery Pyo is excited to be part of her first production with Near West Theatre. 
When Avery started performing six years ago, she couldn’t have predicted all the 
talented people that would be part of that journey. Avery has performed in the 
Great Lakes Theater productions of The Music Man and A Christmas Carol. Avery 
would like to thank her family for supporting her passion for performing in live 
theater. When not performing she enjoys spending time with her friends and 
family. Avery will be entering the seventh grade this fall in Brunswick.

Cecilia Richardson is a rising fifth grader at Campus International School. She 
has previously played Lucky the Puppy in the ill-fated 2020 production of 101 
Dalmatians, cancelled due to COVID. She has also performed in numerous shows 
at Talespinner Children’s Theatre. This is her first NWT show. She likes bunnies and 
stuffed animals. “Thanks to Mom and Dad for helping me try something new!”




